


Obligation to Report 

Child Abuse and Neglect Reporting 

Any cleric, religious, employee, school counselor, teacher, administrator or other person acting with 

the authority of the Church of the Diocese of Gaylord who has reasonable cause to suspect child 

abuse or neglect of a minor shall comply with State reporting requirements, specifically the Michigan 

Child Protection Law, MCL 722.263, except for those communications that are canonically privileged. 

Notification by a staff member to the person in charge of a church, school or other diocesan entity 

does not relieve the staff member of said church, school or entity of the obligation to report under 

the Michigan Child Protection Law. 

All individuals suspecting child abuse, whether they are mandated reporters or not, must immediately 

contact the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services by telephone (855.444.3911) or 

online at .https:/bvww.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971 7119---00.html. The Michigan 

Attorney General's office has also established a special telephone number for people to share 

information that may be helpful in the ongoing investigation of sexual misconduct. The Michigan 

Department of Attorney General tip line is (844.324.3374). The Diocese shall post clear instructions 

on its website with the appropriate contact information to allow any and all individuals who suspect 

child abuse to make reports to civil authorities and to the Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator. 

Also, except as provided for by Canon 1548 §2, whenever a cleric or religious has notice of, or well

founded motives to believe that, sexual abuse or sexual misconduct has been committed by someone 

other than a Bishop, Cardinal or Legate, that cleric or religious is obliged to report promptly this fact 

to the local Ordinai-y (Bishop, Vicar General or Episcopal Vicar) where the events are said to have 

occurred. The report shall include as many particulars as possible to ensure an accurate assessment 

of the facts. While not required, any other person can submit such a report by any appropriate means. 

Victim Assistance Coordinator 

In addition to the legal reporting requirements adopted herein, the Diocese of Gaylord will maintain 

a Victim Assistance Coordinator to receive reports of sexual abuse concerning any cleric, religious, 

employee, or other person acting with the authority of the Church of the Diocese. 

The Victim Assistance Coordinator shall be a person who possesses a clinical counseling-based 

proficiency in understanding the dynamics of sexual abuse. The person shall also understand the laws 

and Diocesan policies to serve victims of sexual abuse. 

The Victim Assistance Coordinator's key responsibility is to listen to and take reports of sexual abuse 

that are made to the Diocese and help coordinate counseling, both emotional and spiritual, for the 

victim's well-being and recovery, as may be required by the specific case. The Victim Assistance 
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